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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
                   FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

JULY 23, 2008
VIRGINIA CARTER 


 (859) 257-5932


OUR LINCOLN

GALA ANNOUNCEMENT

EVENT TO SHOWCASE LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

FRANKFORT, KY – The Kentucky Humanities Council, Inc., will make a very important announcement Tuesday, July 29, at 10:00 a.m., in the Capitol Rotunda.  Governor Steve Beshear will be joined by Congressman Ben Chandler, Judge Tommy Turner, Chair, Kentucky Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and member of the US Lincoln Bicentennial Commission; Dr. Everett McCorvey, Director and Executive Producer of UK Opera Theatre; Dr. Virginia Carter, Executive Director of the Kentucky Humanities Council, Inc.; Terry Mobley, representing University of Kentucky President Dr. Lee Todd; and numerous proud Kentuckians, such as Nick Clooney, who was Master of Ceremonies for Our Lincoln, which premiered to great acclaim February 10, 2008, at the Singletary Center for the Arts.

“The Commonwealth of Kentucky shares in the excitement of the “Our Lincoln” program being revived at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts next February,” said Governor Steve Beshear.  “This tribute will bring focus to the remarkable person and political giant of Abraham Lincoln – a Kentuckian who helped to shape and leave an indelible mark on our nation and the world as we know it.”    


“As Kentucky is proud of its native son, Abraham Lincoln, the University of Kentucky is also proud of our talented singers and musicians – UK Opera Theatre, UK Symphony Orchestra, and UK Chorale – who are embarking on this incredible opportunity to showcase their talents at the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.,” Dr. Todd said.  “We look forward to this spectacular event and to the national celebration of America’s 16th president.”
“Abraham Lincoln, our 16th President of the United States, dedicated his life to America’s second founding,” Dr. Carter explained.  “Born in Larue County on February 12, 1809, he was Kentucky’s great gift to the nation.  It is fitting that in celebration of his 200th birthday, Kentucky will again give Abraham Lincoln to our nation by paying tribute to this great Kentuckian, American and president when Our Lincoln takes the stage at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.”

“The Kennedy Center is the perfect venue for the level of talent and virtuosity that embody the Our Lincoln program,” remarked Dr. McCorvey. “This is a fortuitous moment for our gifted performers from UK Opera Theatre, the UK Symphony Orchestra, the UK Chorale and Lexington Singers, the Kentucky Repertory Theatre, and all of the artists who will share the stage for this incredible event.    In keeping with all that the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts has come to mean in the arena of arts and humanities, Our Lincoln will be an exciting celebration of the heart, soul and legacy of Abraham Lincoln.”

Lexington’s Lincoln Celebration featured the American Spiritual Ensemble, the Lexington Philharmonic performing Copland’s Lincoln Portrait with spoken word, and the premier performance of selections from River of Time, a new Kentucky opera (lyrics by Jim Rodgers, music by Joe Baber) about Lincoln as a young man.  Lexington native and Chicago Symphony violinist Nathan Cole performed the haunting music made known widely to the public by filmmaker Ken Burns’ Civil War.   The program also included vignettes from new Kentucky Chautauqua® drama: Mary Todd Lincoln and her sister Emilie Todd Helm, Margaret Garner, and Abraham Lincoln.  Kentucky’s poet laureate, Jane Gentry Vance, read her favorite Lincoln poem, and the Kentucky Repertory Theatre presented a cameo from Wade Hall’s drama, One Man’s Lincoln, that toured statewide earlier in the year. 

The program planned for the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts will include much from the Lexington event while adding exciting new talent and music including Metropolitan Opera star Angela Brown and nationally known recording and performing violinist Mark O’Connor.
“The Kentucky Humanities Council has been preparing for the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial for nearly four years,” Dr. Carter said.  “Kentuckians – and Americans – have much to learn about and take pride in our Lincoln heritage, and we want everyone to have the opportunity to be part of this once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

The agenda will be as follows:
Opening Remarks
Virginia Carter

Introductions 
Virginia Carter

Remarks                    
Governor Steve Beshear

Remarks                    
Congressman Ben Chandler

Remarks                    Tommy Turner 

Remarks                    Terry Mobley (representing Dr. Lee Todd)

Remarks                    
Nick Clooney

Remarks                    
Everett McCorvey
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